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S0URCE 25X1X

1. In April and May 1953, the projected zrea for the airfield at Bremenhain
was laid out in s rectangle, the north side of which was on the Lodenau -
Neusorge road, and the southern boundery on the Lrementain - Rothenburg

25X1X rozd. The Rothenburg - Lodenau railroad line and a street made up the

eastern field boundary. The western field boundary extended ina I - §
direetion through Bremenbhain and was marked by surveying pecks. Exeept
for a small woo’en area along the railroad line the srea was cleared znd
the ground was noted to be sandy.

The road between Noes and Lodenau wug only open for the people working

at the construction site.

2. The Bauunion Sued is charged with the construction of the airfisld.
The conetruction project was referred to as “Sportplatz®. During May 1953,
approximately 600 civilians were working on the zirfield comstruction.
Sometime in April 1953, the barracks foundation were completed and the
masons wers dismissed. Sometime late in the summer of 1952, a Soviet detail,
allegedly coming from Oranienburg, cleared the area with the help of six
grading machines. During April and May 1953, the leveling and excavating
was being finished by hand. Fxcavations extended to a depth of approximetely
50 em. Sourece thought that this excavation wze for the taxy- and PUNWEY o
In the second half of May 1953, a sirip east of Bremenhain, approximately
200 meters long and 100 meters wide, running in a 4 - S direction, wss being
excavated. The strip to be excavated was subdivided into 20 smaller sections.
Source learned from construction workers that the excavation w:s to be '
approximately 60 cm deep. Many wooden braces, 1,50 meters long, were laying
near the strip to be exeavated. Prisoner labor was sern at the construction site.
Civilian labor was mostly noticed ou the east side of the field where
construction on a sewage reduction plant, located near the Nelsse river, was
underway. Civilian laborers were also engaged in barracks construction and
were observed on unloading details, clearing work snd the laying of field
railroad tracks.

3. 1In April 1953, 46 barracks with concrete foundations were completed in the
woods near the railroad line. These barracks were utilized for biletting and
storage purposcs. in the first half of May 1953, ten additional btarracks
in the same area were corpleted. However, some of these barracks were still
vacant. .
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In the second half of May 1953, two permanent type barracks were observed to
‘be complsted in the area 2 kilometors south of lodenau and directly west of
the railrosd line. The utilization of these barracks could not be determined.

-~
<
e

& In April 1953, an inclosure with a barbed wire feance, 2.3 neters high, was
under construction. There was a watchbtowsr on each of the four ccrners of the
inclosure. It wag learned from an euployee of the conmstruction firm that the
inclesure was to hold approximately 530 prisoners. Un 5 May 1953, there were
already 100 prisoners iiving in tents within the inclosursz. The priscners
were being guarded by VP's. By the end of lay 1953, there vere beitween 500
and 607 prisoners quariersd in the inclosure. All of these prisoncrs were
housed in 26 tentes. Allegedly the prisoners came {ron Bautzen and Cottbus.

\n

In April 1953, there was no spar track %o the ecnstructioan site. Construction
waterlals arrived mostly at uight on the Rothenbury - Lodenau railroad line.
Source learned from a roilroad vorker that the superintendent of the railrosd
distriet office in Cottbus ingpected the tracks between LKoihenburg and Lodenau.
The snperintendent allegedly stated thet a siding for 15 rallroad cars would
be built and would sventually ne extsndsd to handle 3D cars.

In May 1953, a cement storsge was srected on the foot of a slope between the
railroad 17ne and the Heisse river. The top of the hill was being prejared
for the laying of field rallroad track:. Twenly cement storage bins, cach

3 melers wide and 10 metors hiph, were duy into one side of the hill.

The location of the storuge vins was such thut the cement could be poured
from the top of the hill directly into the tins. It wos sald that concrete
nixing machines vere to be put into operation directly im froni ol these bins.
Fiald railroad tracks exbtended from the storage bins tc the comstruction site.
Toward the end of May 1953, a ruilroad embankwent wzs being comstructed south
and parsllel of the railroad line. It appeared ic scurce thal a second track
was to be laid tuere. :

&. In April 1953, s Dlesel engine was standing on the northern scciion of the
railroad line. Timber, couent and tracks wers also stored in this area.
During Yay 1953, only small quantities of ¢ nstruciion materials arrived a% ,
the site. Arriving naterials consisted wainly of gravel, cement, rallrcad
tracks and switches,

7. In the first helf of Vay 1953, two pover shovels were excavating in the area
between the Heiuse river and the railroad line. Two counerebe mlxers, not yet
in operatios, were standing near the railroad tracks,

4. The construction in the woods of a concrete surfaced street was observed.
The new strect was located west and parallel to the railrosd line., Three side-
25X1 streets, which weres not yst ceacreted, braasched off fror the g.stern seeticn
of sirect. ‘

9. As much as could be determined in May 1953, the airfield under counstruciicn
bordered %o the northesst on the town of Lodensu and to the southeast on the
tovn of Woos. To the west the airfield bordered on the town of Dremenbaln
while the eastern Fisld bouodery was nsds up by the railroad linu going from
Lodenau to YNoas. Thus for, only clearing and leveling work was cbserved at
ths consiruction site. The street comnceting Lodenau cad Browenhaln was velng
levelod while the strest belween Jogs end Lodenaw wag being widened. The workforce
working on thuse streets was entirely composed of prisonsra, who zllegedly ceme
from Cottbus. The prisconsrs were guarded by VI'as.

10, On 27 May 1953, it was delermined that the runway under consbructicn at Bremenhalp
" airfield crossed the Bremenhein - Lodenau rosd by kilometsr marker 44.7. The
start and end of the runway could not be determinad.
A novw streot was observad to bz located west and parallel of the Lodenan -
Rothenburg rgilroad lins.
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Construction materials and equipment, such as concrete mixing rachines; cement,
limber and barracks parts, were stored along the ermbankmernt of the Leocenaue
dothenburg railroed line.

Frison labor was being used for the construeticn of the runwday. The prisoners
were living in tents r=rected st the constructios site.t .

I;lggggggﬁ; The present report on Premenhain airfisld confirms previous 25X1
information and, in addition, furnishes & nmumber of new details. The excavation

of the runvay has now been started. From the information furnished it oan he :
concluded that the runway will have concrete surface of 20 %o 30 cm. |
of the progress of the construction work at iwemenhain airficld will be continued.
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